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According to a World Bank report released Dec. 14, only 52% of the Peru's more than 22 million
inhabitants have access to potable water while only 39% have access to sewage systems. In addition,
64% of public schools lack basic services like water, sewage and electricity. According to Health
Minister Victor Paredes, the incidence of cholera declined in 1992, although the number of cases
remained high. In statements to reporters Dec. 16, Paredes said that to date a total of 600 people died
of cholera during 1992, out of a total of about 17,000 cases. In 1991, 2,909 people died out of a total of
323,000 people infected with the disease. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 12/14/92; Spanish news
service EFE, 12/16/92)
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